
HOW YOU CAN HELP ME AVOID CAUSING YOUR CLIENT PROBLEMS WITH 

'LATE REPORTS'  

Please send all the medical records with your letter of instructions. This includes all  

GP records and all psychiatric and counselling records both before and after the index event. 

It is not possible to provide a detailed and comprehensive psychiatric report for the Court 

without having the full medical records available at the time of examination. I do not offer 

provisional or confirmed appointments until the medical records have been provided.  

If it is a trauma case with a possible history of Loss of Consciousness the ambulance records 

are essential but should always be provided in any trauma case.  

Following Lord Jackson's guidelines I am well aware of the need to provide all my reports in 

a timely manner to comply with court timetables.  

To assist me with this could you please let me know what the timetable is for psychiatric 

evidence? Please include this information, if available, in the letter of instruction.  

I cannot comply with a timetable if I have not been informed about it.  

There are a number of situations in which I am unable to keep to timetables owing to 

circumstances outside my control. These include:-  

a) The medical records not being available with or shortly after the instruction letter which 

then delays the assessment interview date to within less than 6 weeks of the court instructed 

due date.  

b) The claimant fails to attend their first appointment and then attends within less than 6 

weeks of due date for the report.  

Under both of these circumstances it will be necessary to request a delay from the court 

because:-  

a) It is not possible to prepare a complex and detailed report at short notice.  

b) I have a duty to the court in my other cases where the medical records have been provided 

in a timely manner and the claimant has attended the first appointment.  

Yours sincerely  

Dr Paul Aylard, MB ChB FRCPsych Consultant Psychiatrist  

 


